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DEVIZES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


The  Public  Health  Department, 
Browfort, 

DEVIZES, 

Wiltshire. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Devizes 


II  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  state  of 
the  public  health  in  the  district  for  the  year  I968  and  in  doing  so, 
am  guided  by  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  Circular  No.  I/69  in  addition  to  Public  Health  Officers’ 
Reg^LLations  1959* 


It  was  not  in  my  view  a very  eventful  year  healthwise  but  this  is 
in  itself  a matter  for  much  satisfaction  as  no  pleasure  can  be  derived 
from  reporting  on  excessive  mortality  or  morbidity.  Ebccesses  under 
these  headings  have  no  welcome  place  in  the  report  of  a Medical  Officer 
of  Health  though  they  may  provide  suitable  material  for  publication 
in  local  and  national  press. 


So  far  as  communicable  diseases  are  concerned,  one  notes  with 
pleasure  the  sharp  drop  in  the  incidence  of  measles.  There  aire  various 
factors  contributing  to  this  satisfactory  result  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  factors  will  continue  to  operate  so  that  this  disease  of 
children  will  become  no  less  common  than  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria 
are  today. 


One  notes  with  some  concern  the  continuing  rise  in  the  figures 
for  death  caused  by  ischaemic  heart  disease  which  in  the  year  under 
review,  caused  more  than  23%  of  the  deaths  in  the  district.  It  is 
not  suggested  that  this  figure  is  attributable  to  any  environmental 
factors  prevailing  locally,  nevertheless  there  is  no  disguising  the 
fact  that  coronary  disease  is  a serious  entity. 


The  birth  rate  in  the  district  has  continued  to  decrease  which  is 
a matter  for  concern  and  one  would  like  to  associate  an  increasing  birth 
rate  with  housing  development  to  compensate  for  those  parishes  where 
babies  and  children  are  becoming  uncommon. 


/The  improvement  . . . 
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The  improvement  in  the  housing  situation  brought  about  by  the 
occupation  of  the  Moonrakers  Estate  is  something  of  which  the 
authority  might  feel  justifiably  proud.  This  Estate,  which  contains 
houses,  bungalows  and  flats,  is  close  to  the  boundary  with  Devizes 
Borough.  This  factor  made  the  Estate  a big  attraction  for  country 
folk  as  the  demand  for  units  of  accommodation  so  amply  proved.  It 

does  seem  that  whilst  there  are  many  town  workers  who  are  happy  to 
reside  in  the  country,  there  are  also  a large  section  of  the  rural 
population  who,  for  a variety  of  reasons,  favour  a change  to  the 
urban  environment. 


The  Estate  developed  at  Fiddington  Clays  in  the  Lavington  area 
became  occupied  by  military  families  who,  by  their  numbers,  added 
to  the  local  cominerce,  whilst  simultaneously  stretching  to  the  limit 
such  services  as  education  in  the  vicinity. 


I had  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Sewerage  Scheme  for 
the  Cannings  area  was  under  construction  but  it  is  regretted  that  this 
most  necessary  project  is  further  delayed.  One  can,  however,  look 
to  1969  with  optimism  in  this  connection. 


It  was  a year  of  much  change  and  reorganisation  insofar  as  the 
authority's  administrative  machinery  was  concerned.  This  was 
triggered  off  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  G.E.  V/illiams  who,  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century,  had  held  the  dual  appointment  of  Surveyor  and 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  Mr.  Williams'  retirement  was,  of  course, 
not  unexpected  and  reference  was  made  to  its  probability  in  my  report 
for  1967,  in  that  his  valuable  contribution  was  foreseen  as  being  his 
last  rhetorical  effort  in  the  field  of  annual  health  reports,  Mr.  N. 
Hurley  was  appointed  as  Engineer  and  Surveyor  in  succession  to  Mr.  Williams 
and  for  some  months  his  Department  contained  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
Messrs.  Jessett  and  V/right,  in  addition  to  the  clerks  who  carried  out  the 
clerical  duties  connected  with  health.  Late  in  the  year  a Health 
Department  came  into  being  with  Mr.  Jessett  as  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  share  his  time  equally  between  that  role  and  that  of  Deputy 
Surveyor  in  Mr.  Hurley's  Department.  Mr.  Wright  in  his  capacity  of 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  became  a full-time  officer  in  the 
Health  Department.  The  organisation  of  the  Department  was  completed  even 
later  by  the  appointment  of  a part-time  clerk  who  took  up  her  duties  in 
mid  December.  It  was  my  hope  and  expressed  recommendation  that  the  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  should  be  a full-time  officer  within  the  Health 
Department  and  that  a clerk  should  be  appointed  for  full-time  duties  - 
obviously  my  views  did  not  carry  sufficient  conviction.  The  year  closed 
without  the  new  Department  being  seriously  tested  and  one  must  hope  that 
it  will  not  be  found  wanting  in  the  coming  year. 
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To  Mr.  Jessett  and  Mr.  Wright  I offer  my  thanks  for  all  the 
good  work  they  have  done  in  the  cause  of  health  throughout  the  year 
and  for  the  help  they  have  given  to  me,  in  addition  to  the 
contributions  which  they  have  made  towards  the  contents  and 
compilation  of  this  annual  report. 


Mr.  F.W.  Barrett  again  extended  his  service  by  a year  in  his 
combined  appointment  with  Devizes  Borough  in  the  role  of  Rodent 
Operative  and  I am  pleased  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him 
for  all  his  good  work. 


It  gives  much  pleasure  to  record  the  harmonious  relationship 
that  can  be  seen  to  exist  between  our  Department  and  Mr.  Hurley. 

For  this  my  thanks  are  to  due  to  Mr,  Hurley,  Clearly,  it  is  vital 
that  whilst  the  Departments  are  organised  as  at  present,  these 
relationships  must  be  maintained  in  the  interests  of  our  employers. 


In  conclusion,  I must  again  refer  to  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Williams.  In  my  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I became 
associated  with  him  late  in  the  evening  of  his  days  with  the  Council 
but  not  too  late  to  appreciate  his  merits,  which  were  many.  His 
advice,  I sought  frequently,  it  was  generously  offered  and  gratefully 
accepted.  At  all  times  his  infectious  cheerfulness  made  working  with 
him  a pleasure.  That  his  well  earned  retirement  should  be  long  and 
happy  and  not  made  too  arduous  by  his  enthusiasm  for  the  active  life, 
is  a v;ish  that  I express  with  much  hope  and  all  sincerity. 


P.C.  BARRY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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G-EP-®EAL  ST/iTISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  63A91 
Population  (ptegistrar  G-eneral*s  Estimate)  15,300 
Total  Eumber  cf  Inhabitable  Dwellings  4,860 
Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  l96'8  £372,626 
Estimated  Product  of  Id  Rate  £1,504 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  compared  with  other  areas 
(Births  and  Deaths  per  1 ,000  population) 
'"Standardised 


Birth 

1967 

Rate 

1968 

Death 

1967 

Rate 

1968 

Devizes  Rural  District 

l6.0 

15.3 

6.9 

9.5 

England  and  W'ales 

17.2 

16.9 

11.2 

11.9 

Wiltshire 

17.8 

17.5 

10.2 

10,9 

Comparability  figures  are  supplied  to  each 
District  by  the  Registrar  Oeneral.  These 
take  into  account  the  varying  age/sex 
distribution  of  population  in  dii'ferent 
parts  of  the  country.  When  applied  to  the 
local  rates  they  allow  a more  accurate 
comparison  to  be  made  between  different 
areas. 


Vital  Statistics  (Contd. ) 


MOTHERS  mi)  immiis 


1 968 

19£7, 

1 966 

Live  Births 

Number 

207 

217 

235 

Rate  per  1000  population 

15.3 

16.0 

17.9 

Ilte.-sitimate  Live  Births 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

3.9 

6.9 

5.1 

Stillbirths 

Numiber 

5 

3 

0 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

23.9 

13.6 

0 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

2i2 

220 

235 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

3 

1 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  lOOO  total  live 
births 

14.4 

4. 6 

8.5 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate 
live  births 

15.1 

4.9 

8.9 

'■Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births 

0 

0 

0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks 
per  1000  total  live  births) 

9.6 

4. 6 

8.5 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one 
v/eek  per  1000  total  live  births) 

4.8 

4.6 

4. 4 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  lOOO  total 
live  and  still  births) 

28.2 

16 

4.3 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  lOOO  total  live  and  still  births 

0 

0 

0 

*■  Information  not  available. 
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COMMUNICABLE  DISEASE 


TABLE  A 


Notifiable  diseases  notified,  divided  into  mutually 
exclusive  age  groups  with  totals. 


Disease 

0-4 

5-14 

1 5-44 

45-64 

65-74 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

6 

1 

0 

0 

All 

Ages 

9 

Measles 

7 

4 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis 

— 

0 

— 

0 

3 

0 

1 

4 

TABLE  B 


Data  from  Table  A broken  down  into  parishes. 


Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

T.B. 

Dysentery 

Broffiham 

3 

1 

1 

Easterton 

3 

Pctterne 

4 

2 

1 

Roundv/ay 

2 

2 

Rowde 

1 

Seend 

1 

Urchf  ont 

1 

w.  Lavington 

3 

TOTAL 

11 

5 

4 

1 

TABIxE  C 


Notifiable  diseases  notified  in  the  past  five  years. 


1964 

1965 

"1 966 

1967 

1 968 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

49 

8 

10 

9 

Y/hooping  Cough 

6 

1 

0 

4 

0 

Measles 

1 66 

332 

136 

64 

11 

Dysentery 

6 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Pood  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Tuberculosis 

3 

4 

0 

1 

4 

Diphtheria 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

CAUSES  OF  LMTli  DURIKG-  1968 


The  figures  given  beloT\/  are  taken  from  the 
General’s  Annual  Report 


Male 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  0 

M'alignant  neoplasm  - stomach  2 

Malignant  neoplasm  - lung,  bronchus  8 

Malignant  neoplasm  - breast  0 

Malignant  neoplasm  - uterus 

Leukaemia  i 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc.  7 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  0 

Diabetes  mellitus  2 

Mental  disorders  0 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc.  1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  1 

Hypertensive  disease  2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  31 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  7 

Cerebrovascular  disease  8 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  5 

Influenza  0 

Pneumonia  1 1+ 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2 

Peptic  ulcer  1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  0 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  0 

Rephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system  ^ 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  1 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions  1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  3 

All  other  accidents  3 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  2 

All  other  external  causes  1 


Total  all  causes  1 1 2 


Registrar 


1968 

I'emale  Total 


1 1 

3 5 

1 9 

4 4 


1 

0 

6 


1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

0 

26 

12 

12 

2 

1 

31 

1 

2 

0 


2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 


5 

0 

0 


1 

1 

13 

1 

3 
1 
7 

4 
2 

57 

19 

20 

7 
1 

45 

8 

4 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 

5 
8 
2 
1 


128 


240 


\ 


li.  I'^U.'ilSATION  Ml)  VACCIMTION 


For  providing  the  figures  for  immunisations  and  vaccinations 
carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year,  my  thanlcs  are  due  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett. 


Diphtheria,  hooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisations 


Year  of  Birth 

. 

1 968 

1967 

1 966 

1965 

1964 

1959-63 

1953-58 

Others 
Under  16 

Primar^^  Imms. 

Diph. 

46 

91 

- 

1 

1 

7 

2 

- 

completed 

Wh/c 

46 

90 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

during 

Tet. 

46 

91 

- 

1 

2 

14 

2 

2 

1968 

Measles 

1 

19 

24 

15 

31 

175 

28 

- 

Reinf.  injects. 

Diph. 

- 

33 

48 

6 

20 

159 

4 

1 

administered 

Wh/c 

- 

20 

30 

1 

3 

37 

1 

- 

during  1968 

Tet. 

- 

33 

1.8 

6 

20 

166 

24 

26 

Smallpox  Vaccinations 


Age  G-roup 

Months 

0-3  3-6  6-9  9-12 

1 

Years 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

- - - - 

- 

5 

13 

Re-vaccinations 

- - - - 

- 

1 

19 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccinations 


AG-E  GROUP 

2nd  inj. 

3rd  inj. 

4th  inj , 

3 oral 
doses 

2 orals 
after  2 
inj. 

4th  oral  ! 
after  3 
injs.  or 

3 oral 

1 968 

- 

- 

74 

— 

- 

1967 

- 

- 

— 

80 

— 

29 

1966 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

44 

1965 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

1964 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

1959  - 1963 

- 

- 

- 

40 

- 

178 

1953  - 1958 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

Others  under  16 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Others  over  16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTYLS 

- 

- 

- 

196 

271 

I 


V/ATER  SUPFLY 


(a)  A mains  supply  is  available  to  all  parts  of  the  district  by 

the  North  Wilts.  Water  Board. 

Both  the  Board  and  the  Council  take  periodic  samples  to  check 
the  purity  of  the  water  both  at  its  various  sources  and  as  delivered 
to  the  consumer  and  close  co-operation  continues  between  the  Council's 
officers  and  officers  of  the  Board,  There  has  been  no  shortage  of 
water  during  the  year  even  in  the  summer  months. 

In  genera] , tests  carried  out  on  samples  from  the  public  supply 
gave  satisfactory  results  but  the  sa.me  did  not  apply  in  the  case  of 
samples  from  private  supplies. 

Results  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows 


Samples  taken  by  North  V/ilts 

Water  Board  - I76  satisfactory 

6 coliform  count  less  than  3 
( satisfactory) 


Samples  taken  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors 

Public  Supply  - 

^4  satisfactory 

1 slight  pollution 

Private  Supply- 

Nil  satisfactory 

17  polluted. 

(b)  Action  taken  regarding  samples  found  to  be  polluted,  arising  from  four 
private  supplie  s : - 

(i)  A remoted  estate  cottage  served  by  a polluted  well  was 
connected  to  the  main  supply, 

(ii)  A farm  cottage  supplied  by  a polluted  well  was  made  the 
subject  of  a Closing  Order. 

(iii)  A small  private  village  supply  was  found  to  be  open  to 
pollution.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  Water 
Board  to  tal'e  over  the  system  v/ith  the  introduction  of 
water  from  the  main  supply. 

(iv)  A private  cottage  served  by  a polluted  well  was  the 
subject  of  an  improvement  grant,  the  work  to  include 
connection  to  the  main  supply. 
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VJatex'’  Supply  (Contd.) 


(c)  The  position  in  regard  to  water  supply  via  public  water  mains 

(Mo  water  is  supplied  by  public  s'tandpipes) 


Parish 

No.  of  houses  supplied 

Population  Supplied 

from  public  water  mains 

1968 

1968 

All cannings 

132 

461 

Becchingstoke 

^7 

163 

Bishops  Cannings 

28 1 

985 

Bro.nhara 

509 

1780 

Chirton 

328 

Eastei ton 

135 

474 

Erie stoke 

59 

206 

Etchilhampton 

50 

175 

Great  Cheverell 

155 

543 

Little  Cheverell 

55 

192 

Harden 

34 

120 

Market  Lavington 

440 

1544 

Harston 

41 

142 

Fatney 

23 

80 

Potterne 

534 

1915 

Poulsliot 

97 

339 

Poundv/ay 

275 

939 

Rov/de 

311 

1090 

Seend 

347 

1215 

Stanton  St.  Bernard 

41 

143 

Stert 

34 

119 

Urchfont 

258 

898 

West  Lavington 

337 

1179 

Worton 

123 

431 

(d)  The  district  is  supplied  from  six  sources,  the  fluoride  content  of  the 
supplies  being  as  follows 


Source 

Expressed  as  fluoride  content  in  parts 

per  million 

Chirton  Bottom 

Less  than  0.1 

Erie stoke 

” ” 0.1 

Great  Cheverell 

" " 0.1 

Chippenliam 

0.6 

Bourton 

Less  than  0.1 

Shepherds  Shore 

” ” 0.1 

. tJ 
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SEi'^^EAGE 


Modern  sey\?erage  schemes  are  noyr  operating  in  the  following 
Parishes 

1 


Erlestoke 

Market  Lavington 

Urchfont  (includ.  VVedhampton) 

Seend  (includ.  Sells  Green) 

Pott erne 

Great  Cheverell 

Worton 

Chirtcn  (includ.  Conock) 

Patney 

Eastertcn 


Bromham 

Rowde 

Stanton  St.  Bernard 

Etchilhampton 

West  Lavington 

Little  Cheverell 

Poulshot 

Marston 

Mar den 


After  much  delay  and  frustration,  the  Ministry  finally  gave 
the  go  ahead  for  the  All  Cannings  and  Bishops  Cannings  scheme  and 
it  is  hoped  the  work  will  commence  in  the  early  part  cf  next  year. 
This  much  needed  scheme  when  in  operation  will  enable  development 
of  certain  sites  with  subsoil  unsuitable  for  septic  tanlvs  and 
permit  the  Council  to  almost  complete  the  modernisation  of  their 
pre-war  Council  houses. 

Sludge  treatment  and  disposal  has  again  presented  a big 
problem,  especially  at  the  larger  works.  The  purchase  cf  a 
suction  tanker  has,  hov;ever,  enabled  the  Council  to  move  large 
quantities  of  sludge  to  the  refuse  tip. 

Close  co-operation  between  the  Council's  officers  and  the 
officers  of  the  two  interested  River  Boards  exists  in  maintaining 
satisfactory  standards  of  effluent. 

The  next  area  badly  in  need  of  a sewerage  scheme  is  at  Seend 
Cleeve.  During  the  past  15  years,  there  has  been  a build  up  cf 
sullage  water  and  septic  tank  effluent  which  due  to  the  contours 
of  the  land  and  impervious  nature  of  the  sub-soil,  gravitates  to 
two  or  three  points  causing  nuisance  and  danger  to  health. 
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SERVICiilS  UijPZR  THE  FOOL  aND  DRUGS  ACT  1933 


(a)  Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

(i)  Number  of  samples  of  rav/  milk  examined  ....  ....  22 

(ii) Number  of  positive  samples  found  ....  ....  Nil 

(iii)  Action  taken  in  respect  of  positive 

samples  ....  Not  Applicable . 


There  are  two  producer/retailers  of  raw  milk  and  eight  retailers 
of  treated  milk  in  the  district.  Of  these  eight,  4 are  dairy  roundsmen 
whilst  the  remainder  are  shopkeepers  selling  bottled  milk. 

One  of  the  producer/retailers  does  not  sell  milk  within  the 
District  but  sells  it  through  vending-machines  in  Devizes  Borough.  The 
other  producer  is  a Hotelier  v/ho  produces  milk  for  his  hotel. 


(b)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I96O 

The  following  Table  shov/s  the  number  of  premises  to  which  the 
Regulations  apply  : - 


■ ■■■  ' - ■ — 

General  Retail  Food  Shops  .... 

• • • • 

• • • 

. 31 

Licensed  Premises  .... 

.... 

• • • 

40 

Butchers*  Shops  .... 

• « • 

6 

Bakehouses  .... 

.... 

• • « 

3 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .... 

• 0 e • 

• 0 0 

2 

Hospitals,  Schools  and  Institutes 

• c « • 

• 0 » 

22 

Cafes  and  Licensed  premises  serving 

full  meals 

3 

TOTAL 

107 

Sections  I6  and  I9  apply  to  all  these  premises  and 

are 

complied  with. 

The  greatest  single  weakness  in  the  chain  of  food  hygiene  in  a 
district  of  this  type  lies  in  the  existence  of  mobile  food  traders  who  may 
be  based  outside  the  district  and,  not  infrequently,  take  some  time  to 
discover.  Such  traders  may  or  may  not  have  a verj'^  sound  knowledge  of 
accepted  hygiene  techniques.  It  would  seem  that  there  is  a strong  case 
for  legislation  to  comipel  the  licensing  of  these  mobile  traders  and  a 
demarcation  of  their  area  of  operations. 
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Services  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1933  (Contd. ) 


(c)  Poultry  Inspections 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 


Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
district  . „ . . ....  .... 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  .... 


2 

64 


Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  356,100 


Types  of  birds  processed 


Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  .... 


Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  ....  .... 

Comments  on  poultry  processing  and  inspection 


Ducks,  Hens, 
Turkeys  & Capons 


0.3%  ducks 
3*5%  others 


16  tons 


One  packing  station  which  is  visited  monthly  is  concerned 
only  with  the  processing  of  home  produced  ducks.  Modern 
machinery  and  sterilisation  equipment  is  used. 

The  second  packing  station  is  visited  every  iveek  and 
and  handles  turkeys,  capons  etc.  which  are  bought  from  over 
a wide  area.  Again  modern  machinery  and  sterilisation 
techniques  are  in  operation.  In  the  case  of  this  plant 
a system  of  inspection  voluntary  condemnation  by  surrender 
certificates  has  been  instituted. 


It  is  considered  that  there  is  a necessity  for  the  registration  of 
premises  to  be  used  for  slaughtering  and  dressing  of  birds  for  the 
seasonal  trade  in  order  that  their  numbers  amd  locations  are  known  and  can 
be  visited  with  a view  to  the  attainment  of  reasonable  hygiene  standards. 
This  would  also  ensure  that  the  finished  products  offered  for  sale  could 
be  inspected. 
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APPENDIX 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  QFFICEE  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR 
1968  FOR  THE  DEl^IZES  RURAL  DISTRICT  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 
Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  I96I 

PART  1 OF  THE 
ACT 


1,  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  I,  2,  3 5 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

4 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

59 

57 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
v/orkers  premises) 

“* 

TOTAL 

62 

41 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  v/ere  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Re ferred 

Number  of  cases 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  v/hich 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.1) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S,3)  - 

- 

- 

i 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

I 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floor 
(S.6) 

s 

. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

“ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

- 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ether  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

3 

3 

- 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork  (Sections  133  and  13^.-) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

No-  of 
Outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(1)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 

prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
list 

No.  of 
Instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

and 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6)  & (7) 

(bearing  ) Making 
apparel  ) etc . , 

) Cleaning 
) and 
) Washing 

13 

i 

i 

i 

i 

I 

- I 

TOTAL 

13 

- 

- 

- 

I 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
including  contributions  by  Mr.  E.  Wright. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December  I968. 

I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for 
my  appointment  to  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  for  its 
encouragement  and  support.  May  I also  record  my  appreciation 
to  the  Clerk  and  Dr,  P.C.  Barry  for  their  help  and  advice. 


DAVID  W.E.  JESSETT 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
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HOUSING 


Council  Housing 

Forty-four  Council  d?/ellings  v;ere  completed  during  the  year, 
including  15  flats  in  two  blocks,  this  being  the  first  venture  of 
the  Council  in  providing  flats  for  normal  housing  purposes.  The 
standard  of  amenities  are  high  and  full  central  heating,  from  a 
central  boiler,  is  a feature.  The  policy  of  the  Council  to  provide 
a high  standard  for  their  Council  dwellings  has  been  maintained. 


Private  Housj-r^ 

The  number  of  private  dwellings  built  was  &0.  This  number, 
although  lC^c  less  than  the  two  preceding  years,  is  still  high  for 
this  size  of  rural  authority  showing  that  many  persons  still  prefer 
life  in  a village  to  that  of  a town.  Central  heating  is  almost 
universal  in  private  development  and  the  proposal  fox’  a two-garage 
dwelling  is  nov/  quite  common. 


The  Improvement  of  Council  Dwellings 

The  Council  has  done  well  in  virtually  comixleting  the 
modernisation  of  their  large  number  of  pre-war  houses.  The  project 
has  not  been  easy,  there  being  many  types  of  dwelling,  some  of 
which  by  the  very  inherent  features  of  their  design  have  required 
much  thought  and  deliberation  in  arriving  at  the  best  and,  at  the 
same  time,  economical  scheme. 

The  majority  of  the  remaining  unimproved  houses  will  receive 
attention  when  the  Cannings  sewerage  scheme  is  completed. 


The  Improvement  of  Private  Dwell! ngs 

The  number  of  standard  improvement  grants  approved  during  the 
year  T/as  thirty-five  and  in  addition  there  y/as  one  Liscreticnarj’- 
Grant.  These  numbers  are  belov;  previous  years,  the  reason  being 
that  the  ’easy’  to  improve  properties  have  already  been  dealt  with, 
the  remainder  y/ill  undoubtedly  prove  far  more  costly. 

The  one  application  for  discretionary  grant  is  disappointing  - 
the  lov/est  figure  ever  in  the  Council's  good  history  of  grants. 

The  obvious  reason  is  the  quite  inadequate  figure  of  £400.  The 

Governiaent  has,  hcv/ever,  seen  the  light  and  the  ministry  of  Housing  & Local 

Government  white  paper  proposes  for  19^9  a £1  ,000  maximum,  for 

discretionary  grant  and  a corresponding  increase  to  .,'?y200  to  replace 

the  basic  £159  standard  grant.  These  new  and  realistic  figures 

will,  v/hen  they  become  law,  provide  a nevy  incentive  to  private 

owners,  and  permit  a realistic  return  on  his  capital  outlay. 
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Housing  (Contd.) 


Slum  Clearance 

Pive  houses  v/ere  demolished  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders 
and  one  was  made  fit  as  a result  of  an  Undertaking.  These  figures 
themselves  do  not,  however,  reflect  the  tine  amount  of  v7ork 
carried  out  in  respect  of  housing.  Numerous  inspections  were  made 
and  a number  of  properties  v;ere  made  fit  as  a result  of  informal 
action. 


Caravans 

The  number  of  licences  operative  were  for  53  caravans  on 
permanent  sites  and  32  for  the  holiday  period  only.  The  licensing 
of  a holiday  site  for  30  caravans  or  tents  during  the  year  has 
resulted  in  the  provision  of  a high  class  site  with  all  modern 
amenities  sited  by  a small  lake. 

There  still  appears  to  be  a call  for  a number  cf  permanent 
sites  for  persons  v/ho  wash  to  reside  temporarily  in  the  area  by 
reason  of  their  employment  or,  vAo  because  of  their  limited  income, 
are  unable  to  afford  a modern  dv/elling  and  prefer  an  up  to  date 
caravan  rather  than  a poor  cottage. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 


Housing  - Annual  .Return 

Appendix  ^ shows  statistical  housing  data  provided  by  the 
department  for  the  County  riedical  Officer  cf  Health. 


RhlUSE 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  within  the  orbit  of  the 
Surveyor.  The  weekly  kerbside  collection  which  has  been  in 
operation  for  some  years  is  greatly  appreciated,  but  a back  door 
collection  is  the  target  which  must  be  aimied  for  as  soon  as  the 
financial  position  permits. 

In  addition  to  iintidiness  and  aesthetic  objections  to  the 
kerbside  collection,  much  hardship  is  experienced  by  the  elderly 
and  infirm  who  are  quite  unable  to  carry  their  bins  to  the  road- 
side. 


The  Council  is  to  be  commended  on  their  efficient,  economical 
and  hygienic  method  of  refuse  disposal  by  controlled  tipping. 
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ICE-CREAM 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
is  ^5^  each  of  which  comply  with  the  relevant  Regulations.  There 
are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  or  wholesale  storage  v/arehouses  within 
the  district. 

There  are  several  mobile  ’’soft  ice"  mix  vehicles  operating  in 
the  district  from  bases  outside.  It  is  understood  that  samples  of 
their  products  are  taken  by  local  authorities  from  whose  areas  the 
vehicles  operate. 

The  hygiene  displayed  in  these  vehi-cles  often  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  Therefore,  it  is  thought  to  be  sound  policy  to  concentrate 
on  them  and  their  product  rather  more  than  on  the  wrapped  ice-creams 
as  sold  by  the  vast  majority  of  the  45  premises  registered.  These 
ice-creams  are,  after  all,  produced  under  virtually  laboratory-like 
concitions.  Accordingly,  no  samples  of  v/rapped  ice-cream  were  taken 
during  1968  due  to  this  policy  and  staff  shortages,  but  far  more  time 
was  spent  pro  rata,  inspecting  and  dealing  with  the  hygiene  of  ice- 
cream vehicles  than  premises. 


LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS 


There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 
However,  routine  checks  at  time  of  inspection  of  the  three  remaining 
bakehouses  reveal  the  product  to  be  well  stored. 

The  product  is  presumed  to  be  sampled  by  local  authorities 
where  processing  plants  exist  and  by  the  health  authorities  at  the 
ports  of  importation. 

AND'IAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,1963 


There  are  three  registered  establishments  in  this  district, 
each  generally  complying  with  the  various  Regulations  made  under  the 
Act.  There  would  appear  to  be  a loophole  in  the  law,  whereby  the 
safety,  health,  welfare  etc,  of  dogs  held  for  short  periods  for 
breeding  only  and  not  boarding,  are  not  adequately  covered. 

Routine  inspections  of  the  premises  are  made  from  time  to  time 
and  there  is  a very  good  liaison  with  the  local  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector, 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  are  two  registered  and  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  this 
Council's  district,  one  solely  for  the  requirements  of  a single 
butcher;  the  other  serving  at  most  three  or  four  local  butchers'  shops. 


The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  was  as  follows 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  ! 

I 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

462 

115 

3 

266 

I 

511 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  CYsJ 

^ICERCOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

77 

24 

Nil 

7 

84 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease 

16.6?^ 

20. 9/0 

- 

2.64% 

16.4% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

mm 

•• 

0.975% 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
cysticercosis 

1.52% 

Details  of  meat  including  offals  Qondemned 


Bovine  Carcases  (less  cows) 

Cows 

Pigs 

Sheep 


1228  lbs. 
342  lbs 
368  lbs 
18  lbs 
19^  lbs 


RIVER  POLLUTION 


Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  two  River 
Authorities,  namely  the  Bristol  Avon  River  Authority  and  the 
Avon  and  Dorset  River  Board, 

During  the  year  considerable  trou  )le  was  experienced  due  to 
a heavy  discharge  of  silage  liquor  into  the  Salisbury  Avon,  killing 
all  fish  for  miles  downstream  and  causing  foul  pollution.  Assistance 
was  given  to  the  Ri/er  Board  in  tracking  down  the  culprit  who  was 
eventually  prosecutoi  and  fined, 

Dischai'ge  of  fueii  oil  inuo  a stream  of  the  Bristol  Avon  was 
experienced  during  a period  of  heavy  rainfall.  Considerable  and 
prolonged  investigation  was  requix'ed  pr'or  to  suggestions  being  m-ade 
to  prevent  re-occurrence  from  a large  engineering  establishment. 


KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS 


The  keeping  of  D.ivestock,  particularly  pigs  and  poultry,  under 
intensive  conditions  has  causeu  much  concern  in  the  district.  This 
problem  is  now  nation-wide  and  is  due  to  economic  factors  - high 
wages  and  a small  prof-tper  animal  or  bird.  It  is  therefore  necessary 
for  the  farmer  to  keep  as  large  a number  of  livestock  on  a minimum 
area  with  the  least  number  of  staff  to  enable  a reasonable  net  profit 
to  be  made.  The  majority  of  the  offending  establishments  have  been 
in  existence  many  years  but  have  changed  in  character,  the  siting 
is  usually  unsuitable,  being  in  or  very  close  to  villages.  The 
actual  keeping  of  the  livestock  has  generally  not  given  rise  to  many 
complaints,  bub  the  disposal  of  excreta,  usually  in  the  form  of 
slurry,  causes  much  iisccmfort  and  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants. 


THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILY/AY  PREMISES  i.CT  1963 


34  premises  are  registered  Vi'ith  this  Council  under  the 
above  Act.  There  are  many  ether  premises,  e.g.  offices  in 
factories,  v/hich  are  registered  with  H.M,  Inspectorate  of 
factories. 

Although  the  introduction  of  this  much  needed  legislation 
has  done  much  to  improve  the  lot  of,  particularly  the  office 
worker  and  shop  assistant,  there  are  still  many  premises  exempt 
because  they  do  not  employ  persons  for  mere  than  20  hours. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to 
retail  shops  with  an  emphasis  on  guarding  of  machinery,  e.g. 
bacon  slicers,  sausage  machines  etc. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS 

76  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit.  During  the  year  the  Home  Office  issued  revised  Model 
Codes  for  filling  stations  and  distributing  depots. 

These  revised  Codes  which  have  been  formulated  in  the  light 
of  extensive  tests  on  behalf  of  the  Home  Office  in  some 
instances  relax  previous  requirements  but  also  institute  more 
stringent  measures  for  the  prevention  of  fire,  explosion  and  the 
resultant  loss  of  life  and  injury. 

DISEASES  OF  AI\TMLS  (WASTE  ROODS)  ORDER  1957 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  boiling  of  waste 
foods  is  three.  All  the  premises  have  been  inspected  during  the 
year,  particular  attention  being  given  them  in  view  cf  the  recent 
foot  and  mouth  epidemic. A satisfactory  standard  v^ras  maintained. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  CQMPLAIIVTS 


Type  of  complaint 

Number 

Remedied 

Out 

No  action 

standing 

Necessary 

Housing  (excluding 
Council  housing) 

36 

21 

10 

5 

0vercro77ding 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Insanitary  houses 

5 

3 

1 

1 

SeT.'erage 

17 

15 

- 

2 

Drainage 

18 

l6 

1 

1 

River  pollution 

5 

4 

- 

1 

Water 

6 

3 

2 

1 

Refuse 

10 

9 

- 

1 

Keeping  of  animals 

19 

7 

2 

10 

Ely  infestation 

15 

11 

- 

4 

Rodent  infestation 

96 

96 

- 

- 

Footpaths 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Smoke 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Offensive  accumulations 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous 

5 

5 

- 

- 

Noise 

1 

1 

- 

- 

236 

193 

l6 

27 

SUimSiY  OP  INSPECTIONS 


Housing 

636 

Nuisances 

2l  6 

Drains 

262 

Se\7erage 

151 

Water  supply 

156 

Water  samples 

69 

Dairies 

69 

Milk  sampling 

78 

Food  inspections 

284 

Food  shops 

169 

Bakehouses 

25 

Refuse 

39 

Factories 

41 

Petroleum  Regulations 

64 

Rodent  Control 

63 

Council  houses 

76 

Town  & Country  planning 

298 

Building  Inspections 

1211 

Infectious  diseases 

26 

Miscellaneous 

569 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

11 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act 

6 

Offices,  Shops  & Railv.’ay  Premises 

71 

Visits  outside  district 

15 

I 


Pyblic  Health  Complaints  (Contd. ) 


Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act: 
Statutory  7 
Informal  68 

Notices  complied  with: 

Statutory  7 
Informal  57 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Regular  and  systematic  inspection  and  treatment  of  premises 
both  private,  industrial  and  farm,  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year. 


Details  of  visits  and  treatments  are  tabulated  below 


TYPE 

OF  PROPERTY 

Non 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEV/ERS 

1 . Number  of  properties  in  district 

3,999 

845 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification 

72 

0 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(1)  Rats 

58 

0 

(2)  Mice 

14 

0 

3.  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

2,678 

60 

Number  infested  by  (1)  Rats 

102 

31 

(2)  Mice 

0 

0 

No  sewers  were  found  to  be  rat  infested  during  the  year. 

Points  of  Interest  - There  has  been  no  evidence  that  the  rodent  or 

mice  population  of  the  district  or  of  the 
surrounding  districts  have  acquire  1 immunity  to 
V/arfarin. 
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HOUSING-  RETURN 


APPENDIX  1 


The  following  is  a copy  of  a return  made  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  which  is  reproduced  giving  detailed  information 
on  certain  aspects  cf  housing. 

1.  Number  cf  permanent  dv.'ellings  in  the  district  at 


the  end  cf  the  year.  4,591 

2.  Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district 

owned  by  the  local  authority.  1,1 52 

3.  Number  of  temporary  dwellings  in  the  district 

owned  by  the  local  authority,  IdEL 

4.  Number  cf  applications  for  Council  dwellings  at 

end  of  year.  386 

5.  Inspection  of  dwellings  during  year; 

(i)  Number  of  dv;ellings  inspected  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  123 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit.  17 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action.  59 


7.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

A,  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 
(i)  Number  cf  dwellings  where  formal  notices 


were  served.  7 

(ii)  Number  of  dw^ellings  made  fit  as  a result 

of  formal  notices.  7 

(a)  By  owners.  7 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  cf  owners.  NTEL 

B.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 and  16  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices.  NiEL 

(a)  By  owners.  NIEL 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  ovmers.  NIL 
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HOUSIK&  EETURIvi  (Contd,) 


C . Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  Housing  i.ct,  1957 


(i)  Number  of  demolition  Orders  made.  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a result  of 

demolition  orders.  5 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  to  make  fit 

or  not  tc  relct.  NIL 

(iv)  Number  of  dv;ellings  made  f it  ■ as  a result  of 

u ride  r t aking  s . 1 


D.  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17<  1S,  26  and  35 
Hous ing  Let,  1957,  and  Section  26  Housing  /ctV  196'! 

(i)  Number  of  dv/ellings  where  closing  Orders  were 

ihade . NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  dy/ellings  closed  as  a result  of 

closing  Orders  or  undertakings  by  owners.  NIL 

E.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  42,  43 ^ 46  and  48 
Housing  Let,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  clearance  areas  upon 


which  demolition  Orders  li.ere  made.  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  dv/ellings  demolished  as  a result  of 

demolition  Orders.  NIL 

(iii)  Number  of  dv;ellings  in  clearance  areas  T>rhich 

have  been  retained  as  temporary  accommodation.  NIL 

^ • Proceedings  unaer  Section  7^  Housing .Act,, 1957 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcro7/ding  at  end  of  year  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered 

during  year.  NIL 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during 


year. 


NIL 


HOUSII^'&  RETURN  (Contd. ) 


1.  1.66 

Houses  erected 

G-ained  from 

, 

Lost  from 

to 

31 .12.68 

during  year 

conversion  of 
large  houses 
into  flats  or 
dwellings 

conversion  of 
tv/o  or  more 
houses  into  one 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

Local 

Authority 

- 

kU 

- 

- 

Private 

Enterprise 

- 

80 

- 

1 

Housing 

Associations. 

etc. 

- 

- 

- 

G-.  Improvement  G-rants  completed  under  the  Housing  Acts,  194-9  ~ 1964 


1.  1.68 

to 

31.12.68 

1 

J 

Discretionary  G-rants 
(Conversions  and  Improvements) 

Standard  Grants 

Number  of 
dwellings 
completed 

Amount  of 
grants  paid 

Num.be  r of 
dwellings 
completed 

Amount  of 
grants  paid 

3 

Li  ,138 

38 

— 

£7,575.  4.  3. 

Housing  Act,  1964»  Part  n 


NIL 

NIL 


Number  of  Impiovement  areas  declared  under  Sections  13  (i) 

Number  of  Improvement  notices  served  either  under  Section 
19  (iii)  cr  Section  20  (i) 
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